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IOWA BULLETIN NO. IA190-9-1 
 
SUBJECT:  ECS – REVISED CROP YIELDS FOR USE IN REVISED UNIVERSAL 
 SOIL LOSS EQUATION VERSION 2 (RUSLE2) 
 
 
PURPOSE.  To provide information on the location and use of the revised crop yield for 
calculating soil loss with the Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation Version 2 (RUSLE2). 
 
EXPIRATION DATE.  September 30, 2010 
 
Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation Version 2 (RUSLE2) requires a crop yield be 
entered to provide estimated soil loss and Soil Condition Index (SCI) calculations.  
These calculations are very sensitive to yield changes.  In order to be consistent across 
the state it is important that a process for determining these yields be used, especially 
when specific program eligibility is dependent upon the RUSLE2/SCI results. 
 
In Iowa it has been established that the yield for the soil map unit used in RUSLE2 is 
based on the dominate critical area soil map unit as taken from the official county soil 
survey as posted on the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG).  The FOTG yields have 
recently been updated in all counties.  Effective immediately the revised county crop 
yields are to be used for all RUSLE2 calculations.  These revised yields will not be 
uploaded into the NASIS data base until April.  In the interim, download and print the 
revised yields by going to the FOTG and clicking on Section II, Soils Information, Soil 
Survey Area, and selecting your county.  Once you select the county click on Soils 
Tables and the file CSRs and Non-Irrigated Row Crop Yields by Map. 
 
If you have any questions about this issue, contact John Myers, State Resource 
Conservationist, at 515 323-2223 or john.myers@ia.usda.gov.  
 
 
 
 
/s/Richard Sims 
State Conservationist 
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